
 

Throughout his career in public service, Bob McDonnell has proudly stood up for the right to life and defended the unborn.   As a 
member of the House of Delegates, McDonnell was recognized as a leader on right to life issues. During his 14 years of service 
in the General Assembly, McDonnell had a 100% pro-life voting record.  In his post as Attorney General, McDonnell vigorously 
defended the partial birth abortion ban statute.  McDonnell continues to be a strong supporter of the right to life, outlined in the 
Declaration of Independence as a right to be protected by government. 

Bob McDonnell’s Legislative Accomplishments 
 
Parental Notification 

 Bob McDonnell supported legislation to require notice to a parent prior to performing an abortion on a minor.  

 McDonnell sponsored legislation in 1999 to allow minors to be considered an adult for purposes of consenting to surgical and 
medical treatment relating to delivery of a child. The bill clarifies that these consent provisions would not alter the 
requirements of parental notification before an abortion is performed on a minor. 

 McDonnell supported legislation in 2003 requiring a physician to obtain parental consent prior to performing an abortion on 
an unemancipated minor.  Prior to this law’s enactment, the parents of the minor had to be notified of the abortion but did not 
have to give consent.  

Informed Consent 

 McDonnell sponsored legislation to require obtaining informed written consent from a pregnant woman, of any age, 24 hours 
before prior to performing an abortion. The printed materials developed by the Department of Health include information (i) 
indexed by geographical area on services available to assist a woman through pregnancy, childbirth and child rearing; (ii) 
depicting gestational development in two-week increments; and (iii) describing methods of abortion and the risks of abortion 
and full-term pregnancy, along with other materials.   

 McDonnell supported legislation in 2003 to clarify that the written materials required to be offered for review as part of the 
basic information for informed written consent for abortion must be provided “in a respectful and understandable manner, 
without prejudice” and will characterize adoption as a positive alternative and will include information on counseling services, 
benefits, financial assistance, medical care and contact persons or groups. 

Partial Birth Abortion 

 As a member of the House of Delegates, McDonnell supported legislation to ban partial birth abortion, including legislation 
banning dilation and extraction (D & E) abortions. 

 As Attorney General, McDonnell appealed the Fourth Circuit’s initial decision to strike down Virginia’s ban on partial birth 
abortion.  McDonnell stated, “It is my belief that Virginia’s partial-birth abortion ban, passed overwhelmingly by the 
people's elected representatives in the General Assembly, is constitutional. Given the significance of the issues at stake, and 
the fact that the United States Supreme Court recently upheld a very similar federal ban on the procedure, the full court 
should review the ruling by the divided three-judge panel.”  
 

Conscience Clause 

 McDonnell supported legislation in 2003 to protect physicians, pharmacists, or other medical or health care professionals 
who, for reasons of personal, ethical, moral or religious reasons, refuses to assist in performing or causing an abortion.  
 

Ban on Human Cloning 

 Bob McDonnell was the chief patron of legislation in 2001 (HB 2463) banning the practice of human cloning.   
 
Ban on Assisted Suicide 

 McDonnell was the chief patron of legislation in 1998 (HB 1378) to ban assisted suicide.  The legislation allows for civil 
penalties and professional sanctions against those who practice or attempt to assist in a suicide. 


